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Former UK Surveillance Camera Commissioner, Tony 
Porter, and Cindy Cohn of the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation discuss UK and US surveillance strategies on 
Engage: a Genetec podcast 
 
 

MONTRÉAL, January 26, 2021—In “Eyes Wired Open” the latest episode of Engage, 

a new podcast series hosted by Genetec Inc. (“Genetec”), former UK Surveillance 

Camera Commissioner, Tony Porter, and Cindy Cohn, executive director of the 

Electronic Frontier Foundation share contrasting thoughts on the UK and the US’s 

video surveillance strategies.  

From pervasive video cameras to facial recognition and privacy issues surrounding 

personal information prompted by the pandemic, government and civil liberty 

organizations on both sides of the Atlantic are responding with very different 

strategies to balance the need for security and the privacy of citizens.  

While the UK’s take is rooted in a national strategy that sets the guardrails for how 

surveillance should be governed, in the US, digital rights groups like the Electronic 

Frontier Foundation look to set the same checks in court.   

And whereas the US has passed some of the world’s toughest laws banning 

government procurement of Chinese, state-owned surveillance equipment, the UK 

has taken a decidedly different route that is focused on regulating use, and 

establishing strict certification processes in an effort to build public trust.  

Focused on exploring key industry themes with global thought leaders spanning 

multiple disciplines, Engage: A Genetec podcast, examines a broad spectrum of safety 
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and security topics, from digital transformation in business, city, and government 

operations, to vital technology topics including privacy, data sovereignty, and more.  

To listen to episode 5 “Eyes Wired Open” featuring the full interview with Tony Porter 

and Cindy Cohn, go to www.genetec.com/engage 
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About Genetec 

Genetec Inc. is an innovative technology company with a broad solutions portfolio that 
encompasses security, intelligence, and operations. The company’s flagship product, Security 
Center, is an open-architecture platform that unifies IP-based video surveillance, access 
control, automatic license plate recognition (ANPR), communications, and analytics. Genetec 
also develops cloud-based solutions and services designed to improve security, and contribute 
new levels of operational intelligence for governments, enterprises, transport, and the 
communities in which we live. Founded in 1997, and headquartered in Montreal, Canada, 
Genetec serves its global customers via an extensive network of resellers, integrators, certified 
channel partners, and consultants in over 80 countries. 
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